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William and Mary Quarterly 125 

DISCOVERY OF THE COAT OF ARMS OF THE HOWARD 
FAMILY OF VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND 

The claims of an American family to the use of armorial bearings 
may be established from several authoritative sources, such as references 
to the family arms in early colonial records, wills, etc., or from the testi- 
mony of old memorial stones whose reliability cannot be called into 
question, or through the possession of inherited seals, signets, family plate, 
et cetera, of equal authencity. 

The Howard family who came up from Virginia* to Maryland about 
the middle of the seventeenth century and settled in Anne Arundel County, 
has an indisputable right to coat-armor, according to evidence which the 
writer has discovered. 

John Howard (son of Matthew) was one of a family of several 
brothers : namely, Cornelius, Matthew, Samuel and Philip Howard. He 
took up lands in Anne Arundel and there died in the Spring of 1696. He 
was twice married, and left issue. His will is dated 30 December 1695, 
produced "in Court" 19 May 1696, and the original is still preserved at 
Annapolis, Maryland, which the writer has examined. 

He signed his name as John Howard, Senr., and affixed his seal, 
which displays the undifferenced arms of the Howards : on an escutcheon, 
a bend between six crosses crosslet fitchee. The three lower "crosses" 
are placed diagonally with the bend (one "cross" being chipped off), and 
these arms of the red waxen seal correspond with the exemplification of 
the original arms of the Howard family of Yorkshire, whence descended 
Thomas, Duke of Norfolk, to whom Henry VIII granted an augmentation 
of the arms for his signal service as General of the Army at Floddon-field. 

One Henry Howard, owner of "Collingborne" in Baltimore County, 
circa 1669, died in Anne Arundel County in 1684, and bequeathed "one 
sealed ring with a coat of arms" to John Bennett and Sarah his wife, and 
to John Howard and Matthew Howard "each a silver seal apiece." It is 
immaterial whether or not John Howard obtained his seal from the afore- 
said Henry Howard, as in any event John Howard could not have legally 
appropriated this seal without a clear title to the undifferenced arms of 
the family, which are blazoned : gules, a bend between six crosses crosslet 
fitchee. 

Francis B. Culver (Genealogist), 

125 W. 22nd St., Baltimore, Md. 



* See Quarterly IX, p. 66, for a note on this family. See letter of 
McHenry Howard, Quarterly, IX, 189, denying any established relation- 
ship between this family and Col. John Eager Howard. 



